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Diſobliging the Clergy, Cc. 


My Loxo, 


Was juſt wiſhing for an Opportuni- _ 
ty to Converſe with your Lord- 
in a little, on the Subject of the 
2 preſent Situation of publick Affairs, 
in which, at thi Time, the Variety is very 5 
ge great; I fay, I was juſt wiſhing for 
' # ſuch an Opportunity when I happi- 
ly received the Honour of your Com- 
mands in your Letter of the Tenth 
34 Inſtant, mentioning ſeveral Heads of 
Tranſactions now on the Stage of Civil 
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the Bill againſt the Occaſional Conformi- 


ral, could nat receive any Light from me, 
were it not that you are pleaſed ſo mug 
$ confine your ſelf to your beloved Re- : 


from theſe Parts of the World, where 
the Spirits of Men are ſq exceedingly 


as I can; anly, as I obſerve your Lord. 


(4). 
Government, which you deſire my Opi- 
nion of; Such as (1.) The Invaſion of 
the Swedes, and whether there is any Bot- 
tom on which to found the Proceedings 
of the Government in the Affair of Count 
Gyllemborg. (2.) The keeping on Foot 
4 Standing Force, and whether or not the 
ſame is intended ia Time of Peace. (3. ) 
The lowering the Intereſt of Money, and. 
the redeeming the Funds; and whether 
that is deſign*d to be Special or Univerſal. 
(4.) The Reforming the Univerſities and 
the Clergy. And (5.) The taking off 


* 


ty of. Diſſenters, &c. 

Theſe are important Inquiries, and 
your Lordſhip, who is ſo well acquaint- 
ed with the Situation of Things in gene- 


treat, and as it were to baniſh your ſelf 


agitated, as at this Time. RE 
However, as all your Commands ſhall. 
at all times. be obey'd by me, I ſhall 
give my Thoughts upon theſe Heads, 
as much ro your Lordſhips Satisfaction 


ſhip is moſt Anxiousand molt Concern'd 
09ut the two laſt; I ſhall begin mY 


rv 0's 
8 


CEE: 
Obſervations. There where I have Rea- 
ſon to think your Expectations will be 
moſt gratified, I mean as to the two 
great Points of reforming the Univerſi- 
ties, and encouraging the Diſſenters; 
and I ſhall adjourn the three firſt to the 
latter part of this Diſcourſe. : 
| 4 Your Fourth and Fifth Queſtion, My 
Lord, with which, as I ſaid, I deſign to 
begin, ſeem to have ſo much Connecti- 
on with one another; and the Arguments 
about them riſing from the ſame Spring, 
that I beg your Lord ſhips Leave to put 
my Anſwer to them into the ſame 
Thread of Diſcourſe, Jo wit, to join the 
© Reforming the Univerſities and the Cler- 
gy, with the Releaſing the Diſſenters 
from the Reſtraint of certain Laws. 
© _ Your Lordſhip, I queſtion not, is fully 
convinc'd of the late Conduct of the 
: Clergy, and of both the Univerſities, 4 
few of both excepted; Their Conduct, as 
it reſpects the preſent Eſtabliſhment of 
the Proteſtant Succeſſion; their Conduct 
as it reſpects the Perſon ofthe King, and his 
* Majeſty's Royal Family, and their Con- 
duct: as it re ſpects the late Unnatural Re- 
bellion: I need not Study to enumerate 
Aggravations either to ſhew your Lord- 
ſmip the Ingracitude of their Behaviour, 
the juſt Abhorrcace every faithful Bri- 
# #or has, and ought to have of it: OR, 


This 


which I ſhall ſpeak by it 


(6) 


the Neceſfity there is that his Majeſty 


ſhould Reſent it: I have often enough 


heard your Lordſhip expreſs with In- 


dignation the Uſage they ought to ex- 
pect even from the moſt merciful Prince 
in the World; and yet I know your 
Lordſhip is apt a little to fall in with the 
common Notion, and is mighty tender 
in this Point of the Church, and of Re- 


ſenting any Thing againſt the Clergy, 


tor fear of its affecting the Church, of 
fa 

Your Lordſhip intimates that you hear 
in the Country, that a Bill is brought 
into the Houſe for a thorow Enquiry 1n- 
to, and Regulation of the Government 


ot the Univerſities: And, my Lord, if I 


do not miſtake your Inferences, you 
ſeem from the ſame tenderneſs I have 


zuſt mention*d, to be under ſome Con- 
cern about it; as if it were _— into 
Conſtitutions, invading Things ſa 
to particular Uſes, defeating the Ends 


and Deſigns of the Founders of the Uni- 
verſities, and the like; as to the Politick 
2 of the High Party, call'd, The 


anger of the Church; Your Lordſhip 
does not ſeem to lay any ſtreſs upon it, 
which I am very glad ro obſerve for ma- 


ny Reaſons, but eſpecially its being fo 
ſcandalouſly made uſe of at this Time. 
It is true, 2 Lord, that ſuch a Thing as 
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2. Bill to regulate the Univerſities has 
been diſcours'd of, but I do not find that 


any thing is yet moved in the Hoaſe of 


Commons concerning it: Perhaps the 


Gentlemen in that particular Univerſity 


in your Neighbourhood, are convinc'd 


ſo much of the Neceſſity of the Govern- 
ment putting them under ſuch new Re- 
gulations, 4s may effectually reduce them to 
their Duty: That they ſee it unavoidable, 

and therefore conclude it will be done: 


For my part, I cannot aſſure your Lord- 


ſhip it will be ſo, but this 1 can with 
= freedom affirm, That till it i, I ſee no 
Probability, at leaſt no Room to expect, 
either that the Schollars, that now are 
in, or the Clergy who ſhall proceed from 


our Univerſities,ſhall ever be brought ei- 


ther to be good Subjects or good Chriſti- 


ans; Which it mult be confeſs'd is a fad 


thing to ſay of thoſe who are, or ought 
to be, both our Guides and Examples, as 


+ well of Loyalty as of Chriſtianity. 


I begin with zhe Church, my Lord, 
Iwo Things are unhappily made the 
Nations Grievances at this time, rela- 


ting to the Church, (1.) Her Seminaries, 


the Univerſities. (2.) Her Guides, the 


3 Clergy, I call them thus becauſe I may 


ſay, that thus they ſhould be, tho? I can- 


not ſay, that they now Anſwer the Ends 
of thoſe endearing Appellarions. 


The 


Ts 

The ſcandalous Behaviour of many 
of the People who now fill up the Two 
great Seminaries of Learning, the Uni- 
verlities ; and the yet more Scandalous 
Conduct of the Interior Clergy, ſome few 
of both only excepted, is at this Time, my 


Lord, the By-Word of the World, the 


Grief of Good Men, a Reproach to the 


Church, and the Nuſance of the Nation ; 


and that I may not ſay any thing offen- 
ſive to your Lordſhips Ears, 2 Words of 


Reproach muſt needs be to all wiſe Men, un- 


leſs ſupported by Irrefragable Reaſons, I 


|] refer my ſelf wholly to your Lord- 


ſhips Knowledge, of the Conduct of 


both, with reſpe& to the preſent Go- 
vernment: Your Lordſhip has been an 


Eye Witneſs, and I know it has been with 


Concern, of the ſeandalous Practice of 
{ome of your own r e Clergy» 
men in the time of the late Rebellion; 


with what Indecency they behaved to 
* the Government, -and particularly to the 
Perſon of his Majeſty, and of all his 


Royal Houſe : How inconſiſtent theic 


Conduct has been with that Fidelity and 
Loyalty which they had ſo ſolemnly 
ſworn to bear to the King in particular, 


and how inconſiſtent with thoſe frequent 
Commands of God in the Scripture, 
which they ought not only to obey bur 
to direct others to obey, FRF 
n 


And as I have brought it down td 
their particular Conduct, with reſpe& 
to their Allegiance, I beſeech your Lord= 
8 . | | . SER. 4 
2 ſhip to take this Inſtance for a Demon- 
2 ſtration of the reſt, (viz.) That the Cler- 
gy. who Act thus, are, as I have ſaid, un- 
der the ſacred Obligation of an Oath of 
"7 Allegiance, to one, and an Oath of Ab- 
juration of the other: They have ſworn 
to the Ring by Name: They have ab- 
jur'd the Pretender by Name: And yet 
theſe Men are every Day found eſpou- 
ſing the Pretender, drinking his Health, 
= wiſhing his Return to Britain, giving 
him the Stile of the Crown, encoura- 
'Þ ging the People to Eſpouſe him, and his 
Intereſt; reviling King George, calling 
him an Enemy to the Church, which he 
has embrac'd, and venturing the Church 
upon the Faith of one that has abhor'd 
and renounc'd her; and i» 4 Word, on all 
Occaſions declaring in Favour of the 
* *King's and the Nation's Enemies. 
Jour Lordſhip will bear with my 
= Warmth in ſpeaking of theſe Men: Do 
 * theſe Men want to be Reform"d,or no? What 
1 {hall we call their Crime? What Name; 
What Words will deſcribe it? it Borders 
upon High Treaſon , that 1s certain; 
and only wants the Overt-As to make 
it fo; which Overt-AQs, 'tis evident, 
are reſtrain'd only for want of ſome 
5 r 
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Power to ſupport them: But be that 


4s it will, it muſt be acknowledg'd they 


are guilty of the vileſt Perjury, groſs, 
palpable and premeditated Perjury: Ts 


it not time, my Lord, theſe Men were re- 


form d? and why, my Lord, ſhould mea- 
ſures to reform theſe Men be apprehend- 
ed as dangerous to the Church? is the 
Church itſelf ſtrengthen'd or weaken'd 
by ſuch Conduct? are theſe Men an Ho- 
nour or a Shame to the Church? Is it 
the Churches Intereſt to have ſuch Men 
in the ſacred Miniſterial Function? Or 


is it time rather they were puniſhed, and 


the Church purged from a Set of Peo- 
ple, who are not only ſcandalous to. her, 


but are indeed Enemies, not to the 


9 only, but even to Religion it 
1 
I beſeech your Lordſbip to look back 
with that juſt Reflection which your 
extenſive Knowledge of theſe Things 
uides you to; there is no need that I 
ſhould prove the Fact to. you, who by 


your full Acquaintance with the Country 


in its ſeveral Parts, as:well near this 
Part, which is the Center, as both North 


and Weſt know very well, that it is not 


a few of the Clergy who are thus faPa 
into ſo abhor'd a Crime, and who live 


in an habitual Perjury, defying. GOD, 


whoſe dreadful Name they have 1 
= T an 


5 
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E 
and the Government, to whoſe Juſtice 
they are expoſed: Ifay, my Lord, it is 
not a few, but it is in many Places, the 
'Z Generality, the far greater Part of them, 


. * 
g ” \ 5 
2 . 


and if we were to believe their own 


it true in the Countries, that the Clergy 
ſpread about a Rumour, in order to ex- 
2 poſe the King and his Intereſt, That the 
King is no Friend to the Clergy. 
Il˖ ſee no juſt Reaſon which they have to 
found this Slander upon, but their own 
unaccountable Conduct, from which they 
© ought to conclude indeed, that 'tis al- 
>» molt impoſſible he ſhould: If his Maje- 
ſty acted upon Principles of Humane 
Nature, he really could not be a Friend 
to them; and we may with too much 
Truth turn the Tables upon them, aud 
ſay, that whether the King is 4 Friend to 
the Clergy or no, it is evident the Clergy 


are at this time, with Exceptions only to 


thoſe otherwiſe minded, no Friends to the 
= King. On the contrary, they ſhow them- 
27 ſelves his moſt violent Enemies, irritated 
and implacable, and with an Enmity, 
not only particular and perſonal, but in- 
temperate to the laſt Degree. 
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Now to bring theſe rwo Extremes to 


Demonſtration, Firſt, as to the King's 
being 4 Friend to the Clergy; if all the 


Acts of Reſpect to thoſe that deſerve 


well; Beneficience to the whole Body, 
and Clemency even to the moſt provo- - 
king, could denominate his Majeſty to . 
be a Friend to the Clergy, they have 
reaſon to acknowledge him their Great 
Friend, and moſt Generous Protector; 
well may that old Song made of King 
Charles II. be turn'd to the preſent Caſe 


in the Perſon of the King. 


Great George like Jehovah 
Spares thoſe wonld Unking him ; 

And warms with his Graces 
be Vipers would Sting him. 


For turn but the Tables, and ſee the 5 7 
Conduct of the ſaid Clergy to the King; 


with what Contempt is his Majeſty trea- 
ted among them, who uſed to talk of 


Reſpect due to Crown'd Heads! How 


do they Pray for him in the Desk, and 
Inſult him in the Pulpit! read the Collect 
for his Majeſty and Royal Family in the 


Church, and drink the Health of his de- 
glared Enemy at their Tables! in a 


Ward, ſwear Allegiance to him in pub- 


lick, and Confederate with his Rebels in 
private! I could deſcend, my Lord, to 


Par- 


eiiie 


Due 


tas). - 


Particulars, and give your Lordſhip a 


black Account of the Behaviour of ſeve- 


ral of them, within the reach of your 
Lordſhips own Knowledge; who thus, 
by their open Conduct, have declared 
themſelves Enemies to the King, both to 
his Perſon and Government, that are 
not aſhamed even now to diſcover the 
ſecret Deſires of their Souls to be, that 
his Majeſty ſhould be attack'd, nay de- 
thron'd by a deſperate Invader; and 
their Native Country be made a Field of 
Blood, the Seat of a Deſtructive War, 


and even ſubjected to a Foreign Yoke, 


rather than they ſhould not ſee the King 
who they have ſworn Fidelity to, Redu- 


ced and Depoſed. 


_ To go. farther till, it is evident, my 
Lord, that notwithſtanding they pro- 
feſs themſelves Miniſters of a Reform'd 


Church, and call themſelves Proteſtants, 


they have yet ſo little regard to, or Zeal 
for the Safety and Proſperity of the 
Church, whoſe Sons they pretend to be, 
that they would venture to ſet up a 
French-bred Papiſt, a fiery exaſperated Bi- 
got to be the Head of this Proteſtant 
Church, whole Danger they have not 
been aſhamed at the ſame time to Inſi- 
nuate, to proceed from a Proteſtant 


Prince, 
: That 


"IT 
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(14) 
That King George is a true Friend, and 
affectionately engag'd to the Church by 
his own Choice, as well as the Ties of a 
Chriſtian Prince to his Oaths and folema 
Obligations; is what really I do not fee _ 
any Room to Queſtion, or need to make 
Proof of: But no Man in his Senſes can _ 
deſire he ſhould be 4 Friend to theſe 
Men. On the contrary, by the Nature 
and Conſequence of their own Con- 
duct, they ought not ſo much as to deſire 
he ſhould be a Friend to them: They can 
pretend to nothing but his Juſtice, and 
if his Majefty ſhould go abour to oblige 
them by am thing, but the Reward of 
their Treaſon and Perjury, they would 
be the firſt Men who would make a 
wrong Uſe of it, and ſay openly, it was 
owing to their Numbers, and to the _ 
formidable Figure they make in the 0 
Ehe ile bis, oviudd h 
Theſe are the Men, n Lord, who it 
is abſolutely neceſſary to purge out of the $ 
Church: The Nation muſt do the King 
Juſtice upon them; it is an inſufferable be 
Caſe, and what I believe Hiſtory can 
ſcarce parallel, that ever any Prince 
vas thus treated by ſuch an Ignominious 
Crew, and yet that they ſhould skreen 
themſelves under the Skirts of the 
Church, 2 $ 
r The I 
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1 
The only Caſe that I meet with in 
Hiſtory, that bears any Parallel to this, 
is the Story of Henry III. of France, who 
upon a Breach between him and the Fa- 
mily of the Guiſes, was inſulted to that 
Degree by the Clergy, who took part 
with the Guiſes, that he was forced to 
Arm againſt them as Rebels: In the 
Interval of which, the Faction uſed him 
with ſuch Inſolence, that they dragg'd his 
Effigy thro' the Streets of Paris, and caſt it 
into the Common- Jakes; and when the 
EFing reſolv'd to do himſelf Juſtice upon 
them, and in Conjunction with the King 
of Navarr, came and Beſieg'd their City; 
They finiſhed their Rage, by ſending 
.-, outan Eccleſiaſtick, an Aſſaſſine to Mur- 
ther him; and the Reaſon the Wretch 
gave for it was, that the Church was in 
Danger. Your Lordſhip knows the Sto- 
ry, and cannot but know, that Prince 
had the uſtelt Cauſe in the World, and 
the greateſt Reaſon to Reſent the Con- 
duct of the Gaſes, and their Faction; 
Tho' 'tis true, in cauſing the Duke de 
Guaiſe to be. killed, he went beyond 
Bounds; yet was it not by any 
Means a Reaſon for their Inſults of 
his Perſon, much leſs for Murthering 


him. 
The 
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Treaſon, and in a kind of Rage at the 
Diſappointments by the Impeachment 
of this Duke. They have treated the King 


(16) 

The preſent Caſe in Great Britain, be- 

tween his Majeſty and the Clergy, bear 
an exactneſs in the Parallel in many Ca- 
ſes, and only differ here, viz. That their 
Idol-Dake here, was only diſplac'd, not 
hurt; far from being Murther'd he 
continu'd in full Liberty, carried on his 
Defign as far as he durſt, and then ran 
away: No Violence, no Injuſtice was 
offered to theſe Men, and yet whether 
did they run, but into open. Rebellion 
and War! In the Proſecution of this 


with all poſſible Indignity and Con- 


tempt : They have excited Rebellion, and 


encouraged. Traitors to the laſt Degree: 


is true, God has protected his Majeſty 


from their Bloody Hands, and they have 
not been permitted to reach his Perſon ; 


but it has been all lor want of Power, 


not, for want of Will. i 
And now, my Lord, are theſe the Men 


the King muſt be Friends to? I would 
be glad they would tell.us which Way 


they would have the King befriend ſuch 
Men? It is my Opinion, which however 
I ſubmit to your Lordſhip, that the only 
Way the King can befriend them, is to 


keep them from doing Miſchief; thar 
they 
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(17) 


they may not fall into the Hands of the 


Hangman. 
From ſpeaking of theſe, let us come 


back to the Univerſities; Certain it is, 


my Lord, and your Lordſhip knows it 


full well, that as the Clergy came all 
from the Vaiverſities, ſo it is from thence 
they bring the Jacobite Spirit; and 
which is worſe, it is from thence they 


drive the late Temper of ſetting light 


oy an Oath, We have a Book lately pu- 
bli 


ſhed here, ſaid to be written by one 


Miller, Serjeant at Law, wherein he 


proves, that there is not a Student in the 
Univerſity of Cambridge, but what is 


Perjur'd two or three times, before he 


riſes to be Maſter of Arts; and that the 
Cuſtom of the Univerſity, oblige them 


to take Oaths ſoin the lump, which they 
paſs over as trifling Things, the keeping of 


which is of no Conſequence : From 
whence another Author infers that ge- 
neral Contempt of the moſt ſolemn 
Oaths and Abjurations, which is now ſo 
Cuſtomary among the Clergy, pro- 
ceeds, 1. If. what this Man alledges ſhould 
be true, I defye the World to ſhew a 
Church ſo fill'd up with Clergy-men, 


who from their Matriculation in the 


Colleges to their Induction as Miniſters, 


are brought up in Contempt of thoſe 
ſolemn Appeals to God and Conſcience, 


C Gs winch 


(18) 
which to all other People are eſteemed 
the ſtrongeſt Obligations in the World. "6 
Your Lordſhip will not deſire me to 
enter into any farther Reaſons, why 
the Univerſities and the Clergy- ſhould 
be Reform'd at this Time; and why it 
ſhould be proper to enter into new Re- 
gulations, and new Ways of Govern. 
ment, for theſe Men; There is the ve- 
ry ſame Reaſon, and the ſame Neceſſity 
for Reforming theſe Men, as there is for 
ſubduing a Rebellion, only with this 
Difference, That a Rebellion is an Of- 
- fence againſt the King, and the Peace 1 
of his Dominions; but theſe Men make 
War with God and the King both toge® 
ther: Perjury is a Defiance of Heaven, 
it is a Rebellion againſt God, a mocking 
Omnipotence, firſt Appealing to his Om- 
niſcience, and then venturing his Ven- 
geance and Reſentment. 111 
And for this to be the Crime of Cler- a 
gy-men! who Adminiſter Holy Things! 3 
tacred by Office, and dedicated to God in 
Holy Orders! Are theſe the Creatures, 5 
that in Defiance of Religion it ſelf, can 
Act thus! giving their Faith to the King, 
and their real Allegiance to the Preten- 
der! Where can this End, but in his Ma- 
jeſty's reſolving at laſt to give them up 9 
to Juſtice, for the Safety of the Whole 
Church? Ef 1 


Nor 
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( 19.) 
Nor let them flatter themſelves that 


the Governmeat ſhall any. longer give 
them the Liberty they have taken, or 


forbear to reſent and puniſh their Rebel 


lion and Perjury: If there is any Safe- 
ty for the King without reclaiming. 
them, and any reclaiming them, but by 
the Gallows; then I beſeech your Lord - 
ſhip to give me a Hint what that way 
is, for I profeſs I ſee it nor. 7 
But in the mean time there is a Way 
to Support and Eſtabliſh the Church of 
Exeland without them; and that is, by 
turning out every Man of them, clean- 
ſing the Filth and Dregs of Diſobedience 
out of the Church; then indeed the 
Church may flouriſh again, and not till 
then: After they are Expell'd, if they, 
will fly to Rebellion, and raiſe Commo- 
tions as Enemies and Traitors, the 
Church will look on her ſelf as na way 
concern'd in them, or feel any Loſs, 
what way ſoever they find Occaſion to 
make their Exit, whether in the Ordi- 
nary, or Extraordinary, © 
And this brings me to the other Part 
of your Lordſhips Enquiry, viz. Whe⸗ 
ther there is any Bill bringing in to the 
Houſe to releaſe the Diſſe nters ſrom their 
Incumbrances by the late Schiſm-Act, 
the Bill againſt Occaſional Conformity, 
gr the Sacramental Teſt Acts, Cc. by 
* 8 JJC 


ee 
which they are kept out from thoſe Li- 
berties of enjoying Places and Truſts in 
the Government, as other his Majeſty's 
Subjects do. e eee e 


To this 1 Anſwer, wy Lord, there: is as 


et no Motion made in any of thoſe Ca- 
fe or any Bill offered to the Houſe, 
as I hear of; But it is generally thought 
that Endeavours will be uſed to con- 
vince Mankind, not only of the Uſeful- 


neſs, but really of the Juſtice of ſuch a 


Thing: And, my Lord, if it appears to 
be both juſt and neceſſary, I cannot 
think that it will meet with any diffi- 
culty in the Houſe; I know your Lord. 
ſhip has entertain'd Notions of theſe 
People being dangerous to the Churth; and 
this Opinion not in jour Loraſhip only; but 


in the Minds of Thoufands of other 
Noblemen and Gentlemen, is founded 
in the Prejudices retain'd againſt them 


from the beginning of rhe late Civil 


War: But laſs, my Lord, that Thing 
is quite out of the Quettion. now; the 


Diſſenters of this Age have no Notions, 


entertain no Principles, nor have any 


real Intereſt, that looks towards ſuch 
Things, as were then done: The Cir- 


cumſtances and Times are ſo chang'd, 
that our Diſſenters would no more ſet 


upa Common Wealth, than they would 


ſet up a Jewiſh Sanhedrin, or a Turtiſs 


eln a a as Lo ob 


7. dd 


3 
vu 


3 
Divan: The Diſſenters are one and all, 
Heart and Hand, Univerſally, and with- 
out Exception, to one Man, in the In- 
tereſt of King George. 


FFK. - 
WE. n — N 
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Now, my Lord, it really ſeems ſome- 


3 | Lordſhips Thoughts on that Particular, 
that King George muſt throw himſelf in- 


to the Hands of the Tory High Church 


Clergy, who are o 4 Mes his ſworn 
Enemies; however pretendedly his Affi- 
davit Subjects; and by whom, were it 


reat and numerous Body of his People; 


their Intereſt wrapt up in his Majeſty's 


+ 38 


77 calls them; who are always ready to ſa- 
erifice themfelyes for him, and even dye 


King to be ſuppoſed ſo weak, ſo ill in- 
form'd, as to be thus entangled? His 
Majeſty mult. certainly be in a worſe 


* 
* 
* 


Caſe than any King on Earth, if this 


ol the Aſſiſtance of his Friends. 


The 


1 thing hard, and I would fain have your 


in their! Pomer, he ſhould be ſure to be 
Trepan'd and Betray'd ; and muſt diveſt 
himſelf of the Affiſtance and Duty of a 


TFhoſe entire Affections are with him, 
Intereſt, who have neither Hands to Act, 


or Feet to ſtep, or Tongue to ſptak, but 
as his Majeſty's Safety and Influence 


9 were Jo, for he lies expoſed to his Ene- 
mies, and is not at Liberty to make uſe 


—_— 


with him: Is this reaſonable? Is the 
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The jacobites muſt needs be able towork 
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Man; the Diſſenters alone ſhall drive 

all King George's Enemies out of Bri, 

8 Neither is this ſo much a Gaſconads 
| as ſome may imagine, irg, Becauſe it 
5 | tz 3 


(23) 


| 4 is the Jacobite-Party who have put the 
ö 
> 


= Gaſcogne upon the Nation already, in 


boaſting of ſuch vaſt Numbers, and ſuch 


x 
: 
8 
: 


| Fa general Defection among the People; 
not one Word of which is true: That 


; iN 
* 


there are too many of the People delu- 


ded by the Aſſurance, and I may ſay 


= 
x: 1 


SY 


— — 


Impudence of the Leaders of that Party; 
and in a great Meaſure by the miſerable 
Treachery and Perjury of the High- 


5 PL 


Church Clergy, is to be acknowledged : 
But that they are equal to the Friends of 
the Conſtitution, is as far from Truth as 
Light from Darkneſs : Nor is there an 
RNeaſon to call it a Boaſt, to ſay the very 

Diſſenters, tho? not eſteem'd above one 
- FTeath, Part of the whole Body of the 
People, are able; eſpecrally, as before, 
when ſupported by the Juſtice of King 
George's Cauſe, to drive them all out of 
the Nation. 

It mult be allow'd to be a Maſter- 
piece of Jacobite: Policy, if the High- 
Fariy can keep the King ſtill from the 
Advantage of making uſe of fo conſi- 
derable a Body of his taichful Subjects; 
While at the ſame Time they openly tell 
him by their Actions, that he muſt not 
depend upon them tor any thing. BUT 


75 


py 
>41 


— — . ab, 2h He | Ge 
r e #23 SR 22 . 
8 EI 1 2 . = S 8 * 
C hy 2 8 

2 7 2 1 5 
> 6 2 : 


2 
3 
1 


a Woe. BOY 
33 


3 


3+ 4 
38 
__ 
4 
1 
, 
40 
9 


to give him their Oaths, and then deceive 
him. | | 
If 
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If any Man is ſo poſſeſs'd with the 
Spirit and Principles of High-Church, 
as to perſwade himſelf that the Diſſen- 
ters ſhould be diſarm'd till ; let him but 
turn back and ask his own Party, Why 
do they Arm the Papiſts? Shall the 
High-Church flie to Rome for Help, and 
upbraid the Low-Church for accepting 
of Geneva! Where lies the Reaſon f 
this Caſe ? If they would take away the 
Strength of the preſent. Argument, let 
us ſee them Eſpouſe the Intereſt, and 
Embrace the Perſon of the King; let u 
ſee their Zeal for the Proteſtant Suc- 
ceſſion, and convince the King, that his 
Intereſt and Family are ſafe in their 
Hands; then indeed we may conſider of 


it: But while the King is fatisfied that al! 
the High-Party are his ſworn Enemies, 
I ſhould have ſaid, his forſworn Ene- 
mies; That he is given up to Deſtru- 
ction by them; and that they reſolve to 
join with Goths, Vandals, Papiſts, and 


pl 3 
. 

N 1 
4 

7 1 
— 


Barbarians, rather than not deſtroy King 


8 *7 2 4 


George, and his Intereſt : *Tis Time tor 


and Zealous for him and his Intereſt, 8 


King George then to examine, who a- 
mong his Subjects are really Faithful 
and to be depended upon in Caſe of an 
Exigence: And if he finds there are a 
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(25) 
ready to lay their Lives at his Feet 3 
ſhall he refuſe them? What a propoſter- 
us Thing muſt this be? 

Shall the King be driven to ſeek Aſſiſt- 
ance Abroad, when theſe are at his Hand? 
Does any Man call for Help, when he 
has Strength enough of his own; I mult 
confeſs, it ſeems very ſtrange to find 


4 the King reduced to ſuch Things as 
# theſe; and eſpecially when the Argu- 


ments to be brought againſt it are of ſo 
little Force : Indeed the Jacobites them- 
ſelves have taken away the Force of all 
the Arguments againſt it; for ina Word, 
the open Defection they have made from 
their Loyalty ; their open embracing 
Principles of Rebellion; the abominable 
Practice of Church of Exgland Clergy- 
men, joining Hands with Popery againſt 
a Proteſtant Eſtabliſhment; and the 
bloody and fatal Conſequences which 


naturally attend theſe Things, and which 


threaten at this Time, as well the 
Church as the Civil Government. Theſe 


Things enervate and weaken all that 


can be ſaid againſt giving Liberty to the 
Diſſenters, to Act in Defence of the Go- 
vernment and Conſtitution : Theſe 
Things take away all the Objections 
which were made formerly againſt the 
Phanaticks, as Rebels by Principle; Ene- 
mies to Monarchy, and no Friends to 


| D Ceſar. 
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(26) 


Ceſar. They are certainly moſt likely 
to be Rebels by Principle, who we find 


are really Rebels by Practice: It is the 
Jacobite Clergy who are now the Re- 
bels, that is evident, whether they are 
ſo by Principle, is not the Queſtion ; per- 
haps Nature has obliged them to rebel 
againſt Principle; and they Act the Party- 
men in defiance of the Light of their Rea- 
ſon and Conſcience too. But be it which 
way it will, it is the Caſe in Hand 


exactly ; we are now to look to what 


appears, and tojudge of Principles byPra- 
Ctiſe, as the Scripture ſays, l' ſhew thee my 
Faith by my Works. The Caſe is clear to 
the whole World: The Practiſe of the 


Diſſenters is, and for Thirty Years paſt, 


has been a conſtant uninterrupted Scene 
of diſintereſted Loyalty; a ſteadineſs to 


the juſt Principles of the Revolution; the 
Proteſtant Sacceſſion; The Perſons and 


Government of King William and King 
George; from theſe they have never de- 
viated in the leaſt, or ſtept awry to the 
Right Hand or to the Left, tho' they 


have been in ſome Caſes hardly dealt 


with for it, even ſince the Revoluti- 
8 

Forgetting all Hardſhips, and without 
capitulating with the Low- Church for 


any particular Deliverance, their Tolle- 


ration excepted; they have always 
: . cheer- 


ES 
: 
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(27) 
cheerfully join'd them on all Occaſions, 
and faithfully adher'd to them: They 


have been always, and ſtill are, im- 


bark'd in the ſame Bottom, with them 
join'd in the ſame Intereſt; and one can- 
not ſtand, it the other falls, in their Zeal 
and Affection to the Cauſe, Perſon and In- 
tereſt of his preſent Majeſty. The Hatred 
of the Rebel Party, the pointed Rage of 
their Mobs and Rabbles againſt them, 
ſtand as ſo many honourable Wounds 


and Scars in the Face of a Soldier; which 


teſtifie their Fidelity to the King, and 
ſhew that they are look'd upon by his 
Majeſty's Enemies, as the molt dange- 
rous People to Jacobitiſm in the Na- 
tion. 

Here is Practice to plead in behalf of 
the Diſſenters, the Evidence of Experi- 


ence, and the Teſtimony of Enemies; 


and ſhall any one ſuſpect them after ſuch 


proof of their Loyalty: Its clear, the 


rendring them ſuſpected, and the pre- 
venting an Union of Affection between 


the Low-Church and the Diſſenters, is 


at this time the Maſter - piece of Jaco- 


bite Politicks-, and the only Game 


they have left to Play, for if once a mu- 


tual perfect Confidence be eſtabliſh'd and 
reſtor'd between the Low-Church and 
the Diſſenters, the High-Church Cauſe 


is entirely ruin'd and ſunk below, and 


(28) 
beyond all poſſibility of Retrieve; and 
why then ſhould not this be done: If 
your Lordſhip pleaſes to take your Eyes 
a little off from the religious Pretence a- 
gainſt it, which indeed is nothing but a 
Pretence; and look on the Political Rea- 
ſons of Things, you will find all the Ob- 
ſections anſwer'd at once. 


15 Explain my ſelf thus. 


Be pleaſed, wy Lord, to take the High 3 
Tory Clergy and their Friends on one 
Hand, and the Diſſenters on the other 
Hand, and look on them, not in their 
religious Capacities, but as a Party; and 
{tate the Caſe between them and one a- 
nother, and between them and King 
Ceorge: As the Caſe ſtands between 
them and one another, they are Dia- 
metrical Extreams ; they are the Poles of 
the Circle, and can never appear but in 
Oppoſition : The Diſſenter can as ſoon 
be a Mahometan, as a High-Church Man 
or Jacobite: The High-Church Man 
can as ſoon be a Pagan as a Presbyterian : 
Take them then as they Rand to the Go- 
vernment of King George. 

The Diſſenters, to their Honour be it 
ſaid, are perfectly oppoſite, even in Prin- 
eiple, and in the Nature of their being 
Piſſenters, to the King's Bnemies ; aud 
3 ; 5 25 no- 


(29) 


nothing can recommend them more to 


the Patronage of the Laws, and the Fa- 
vour of their Prince, than this, that they 
are his own by Principle. | £17 
The High-Men by the Nature of their 
Principles as High-Men, are Enemies to 


the King, to his Poſſeſſion of the Crown, 


to all his Family, and to all his Friends. 
The Diſſenters Loyal by Practice, 


prov'd ſo by Experience, and an unin- 


terrupted Series of Time, have juſtly 
wiped out the Scandal, politically caſt 
upon their Principles by their Enemies, 
and want only a Liberty to make their 


Principles ſtill more viſible, by the Zea 


of their Conduct in the Intereſt of their 
King. 


The High-Men, by their traiterous 
Practiſes, betray the badneſs of their 


Principles, and ſhow, that they only 
want Liberty to make it more viſible, 


that they are Rebels from the Bottom 

of their Hearts. 6 
The Diſſenters joining in with the 

true Church of Exgland Men, for ſuch 


only are the preſent Lom- Church. Men, ftand 
ſteadily hard and faſt with them, giving 


Heart and Hand to them, having but 


one Intereſt, one Deſire, one Sovereign, 
and one Deſign, | Zac 


The 
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( 30 ) 
The High Men joining in with Goths, 
Vandals, and Barbarians; nay, even 
with the Church of Rome itſelf, rather 
than not bring in the Pretender; ſhow 
evidently, that they value neither their 
r their Country or their Reli- 
gion, if they can but dethrone King 
George. | 9 EA | 7 
This is the brief State of theſe People as 
Parties; and ſhall the Diſſenters, whoſtand 
thus recommended to the whole Nation, 
be Hand-cuft and diſabled by ſuch Laws 
as theſe your Lordſhip mention'd, from 
giving the King and his Friends their ut- 
moſt Aſſiſtance at ſuch a Time as this! 
I confeſs, my Lord, it ſeems to me to 
be the molt inconfiſtent and propoſter- 
ous thing in the World; and therefore I 
cannot think, but if ſuch a thing comes 
into the Houle at this Time, all the 
Friends to the Proteſtant Intereſt, and to 
our Proteſtant King, will join in with it 
as the belt ſtep to reſtore Peace, Charity, 
and good Neighbourhood among Honeſt 
Men, and to unite fall the Hearts and 
Hands of K. George's Friends, in the Great, 
and at preſent, moſt Neceſlary Work of 
reſiſting his Foreign Enemies, and diſ- 
couraging Rebellion and Diſaffection. 
And now T have mention'd this, I can- 
not but appeal to your Lordſhip in this 
Caſe, Whether you can think that an 
5 . | thing 
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(31) | 
thing could be a greater Diſcouragement 
to the Jacobite Intereſt in this Nation, 
than to fee a perfect mutual Affection 
and Confidence reſtor'd between the 
Church and Diſſenters. 

I cannot think I need uſe any Argu- 
ments, to prove the Practicableneſs and 
juſt Reaſons of it, as to former Jealouſies 


between them, What is ſaid already on 


that Head, muſt be ſufficient; the 


change of Times and Circumſtances, have 


long ſince removed all Ground of thoſe 
Jealouſies; the Loyalty of both to the 


£1 Civil Intereſt, and the Sincerity of both 
to the Religious Intereſt of this Prote- 
ſtant Nation, can be no longer diſputed ; 


The ſcandalous Terms of Factions, Re- 
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bellions, Turbulent, Reſtleſs Enemies to 
the Church, diſaffected, Enemies to Cæ- 
ſar, given to Change, and the like, for- 


merly thrown upon the Diſſenters by the 
High-Church Men, are all now moſtguſt- 
ly and naturally, as Duſt thrown againſt the 
Wind, flown back in their own Faces, 
and they cannot but take them to them- 

{elves. | 
There needs therefore, as I have ſaid, no 
more Arguments to be uſed to prove how 
juſt it is that allJealouſies between the Diſ- 
ſenters and the Church ought to be re- 
moved; and I think then the Argument 
is ſtrong, 4 fortiori: If the — of 
ca- 


6329 
Jealouſy are removed, why ſhould the 
Laws, which were the Effect of thoſe 
Je alouſies, remain? 
Ihis is a Queſtion ſo natural to what 
has been ſaid, that the bare putting the 
Queſtion ſeems ſufficient ; and J leave it 
to your Lordſhip's Candor, and indeed 
might leave it to all the Impartial Men 
in the World ; the Occaſional Bill, the 
Teſt AG, the Schiſm Bill; what are 
they all founded upon? Is it not to pre- 
vent the Encroachment and the Growth 
in Power and Number of a Set of People, 
who were to uſe the Language of High- 
Church in thoſe Days, a Terror to the 
Church, and dangerous to the Govern- 
ment? Theſe were the Arguments made 
uſe of to enforce the Neceſſity of thoſe 
Laws, it is to be ſeen, at leaſt much of 
it, jn the very Wording of the Acts 
themſelves. 923 
If now theſe Arguments are deſtroy*d? 
if the Reaſons which ſerv'd them, 
will now ſerve no longer? if the 
Diſſenters are no more dangerous 
but faithful Friends to the Govern- 
ment? if they are no more a Ter- 
ror, but a Support of the Church, where 
then is the Force of thoſe Reaſons which 
prevail'd upon the Parliament in thoſe 
Days, to make thoſe Laws againſt them? 
and why ſhould the ſeverity and re” 
. IPs 
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1 
ſhips of thoſe Laws continue, when the 
Reaſons for making them ſubſiſt no 
longer? 

Thope theſe Thin ns will fatty ſatisfy 
your Lord ſhip, and Anſwer all your 
Scruples in this Matter; if there remains 
any thing to Object, I ſhall be very glad 
to hear it from your Lordſhip, as your 
Leifure will permit. 

I have been ſo long upon this Subject, 
that 1 ſhall be obliged to ſay the leis to 
your other Enquiries ; however I {hall 
bine touch them all. | 

As to the Invaſion of the Swedes, my 
Lori. and the Proceedings againſt Count 
G Heuberg. the Letters publiſhed by the 
Kino” s Order, and which ] ſent your Lord- 
ſhip laſt Week by pour Servant, are ſo clear 

a Demonſtration of che fir f, and juſtifi- 
cation of the laſt, that I cannot think 
your Lordſhip expects me to ſay any 
mere on that Head: 1 know much has 
been offered both here and abroad of the 
Laus o, Nations, and the ſacredneſs of 
the Office, as well as Cabinet of a pub- 
lick Miniſter; Which is the Repolicory, 
ſays Monſreur Monteleon, of his Maſter's 
Secrets: And l here encloſe your Lord- 
ihip two pieces on that Subject, which 
have been publiſhed here; one is called, 
An Au ſiver # the Margniſs "os Monteleon 
to p the Secretary of State's Letter, about the 


ON | E : Ar- 


( 34 ) 
Areſting of the C. Gyllenborg : The other; 
A Letter to Monſieur Pettecum, the Mini- 
ſter of Holſtein : The laſt of theſe is no 
better than a Libel upon' the Govern- 
ment, and requires rather a Proſecuti- 
on than a Reply; and the firſt enters 
not into the Merit of the Queſtion; but 
would ſuppoſe, that whether the Count 
were Guilty or not, he ought not to be 
Arreſted, which Truth, if it were to 
be granted, then Foreign Miniſters may 
when they pleaſe, under the Protection 
of their Character, enter into Conſpi- 
racies with Rebels and Traitors againſt 
the Government and Princes to whom 
they are ſent; which I believe your Lord- 
ſhip will allow would be a more evident 
Breach of the Law of Nations, than this 
of Arreſting a Miniſter, and would in 
time be fatal to the pyblick Safety : As 
ro the Certainty of the Deſign, and that 
the Swedes have really intended an At- 
tempt upon Great Britain: I think with 
Submiſhon to your Lord ſhips Opinion, it 
is as evident from the Conduct of the 
King of Sweden ſince, as it was from 
the Letters which paſs'd between his 
Miniſter before: And that there needs 
little more to be ſaid to that Point, wai- 
ting till Time ſhall give us the Eclairi- 
ciſement, which cannot be now many Days ; 
Oar Fleet being actually ſailed to the 
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(35 
Month of the Baltick, where its very 
probable Sir George Bing will have an Op- 
portunity either of meeting them, in 
caſe they ſet out, or of locking them 
up in their own Harbours, ſo as to ſe- 
cure them from putting their Deſign in 
Execution for this Summer. . 
Lour Lordſhip's ſecond Enquiry, viz, 
about keeping on Foot a Standing Army 
in time of Peace, admits of two Replies, 
Firft, The King's Speech, which your 
Lordſhip has ſeen, aſſur'd us all, that his 
Majeſty had intended a Reduction of his 
Forces, if this Emergence of the Swedes 
had not happen'd : And no Body di- 
ſputes the Juſtice of keeping vp ſuch a 
Force now, both at Sea and Land; as 
may put the King in a Poſture to keep in 
Awe the Spirit of Rebellion at Home, 


and repel the Invaſion of Foreign Prin- 


ces from Abroad; whiere it will be ob- 
ſerved, by the way, that the Kingdom is 
wholly in Debt to the Jacobites for put - 
ting us to the Expence of 4 Standing 
Force at this Time: But taking it for 
granted then, that 4 I have 14 the 
King had intended to reduce the Army, 
it ſeems to remain in your an 
Queſtion to decide what ſhall be called 
a Time of Peace? For I muſt confeſs, to, 
me it ſeems evident, that while there is 4 
Pretender Abroad, and 4 Faction at Home 


- 4 ana 


(36) 


and both as they really are, reſtleſs in their 
Deſigns to diſturb the publick Tranquili- 
ty, and ſet the Kingdom ina Flame; on- 
ly remaining quiet by the Awe of Supe- 
rior Power, which has already reduc'd 
them to a Condition of Inability, to do 
the Miſchiei they appear fo reſolute to 
attempt,when ever Opportunity preſents; 
I ſay, while thoſe things exiſt, I query 
whether any Time may be called 4 Time: 
of Peace; that is to ſay, in the Senſe of the 

preſent Queſtion. eg LG 
From hence I infer, that it may be re- 
quiſite to keep ſome Forces, more than 
the ordinarily” Eſtabliſhment, which uſed 
to be the Numbers ſettled for a Time of 
Peace, even tho? theſe Rumours of an In- 
vaſion from Sweden were over; nay, tho? 
the Government had ſuch Aſſurances 
from the King of Smeden of his not em- 
barking in any ſuch Enterpriſe, as were 
ſufficient to make us perfectly eaſy on 
that account. . 
It is apparent that the Jacobites have 
encouraged one another to this deſperate 
Enterpriſe, upon the Preſumption that 
half the Army would be disbanded this Seſſions 
of Parliament; Count Gyllenborg's Letters 
ſays ſo expreſly, and it muſt be the Pru- 
dence of the Government then to put 
things in ſuch a Poſture, as that the too 

low Reduction of Troops, oz Pretence of 
Son be Rt” | 
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tcoall thoſe who are againſt a Standing 
Army, only on account of their juſt 


3 Liberties of their Country: That as 
long as there is not a Diſpoſition in the 


ſafe in the Terms of the Queſtion, and 
the proportioning of Forces to the Dan- 
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ger in View, 5 as it ought to be, left to the .- 


Determination of the Parliament. 
The Third Enquiry is, concerning the 


19 { Enquiry, My Loxp, is not fully to be 


= juſt now upon the Anvil in Parliament; 
and the Method they ſeem to Reſolve 
on, is evident, viz. by raiſing Money 
gat a low Intereſt ; which it is apparent 
the prefent Glut of Wealth, iz 4 few 
HFands here, makes eaſier than was ever 


F ney at a lew Intereſt, to pay off the 
Debts, which are now owing upon a 
high Intereſt, the Surpluſages of the 
F Funds already ſettled, being then re- 
ſerved to pay off the Principal. This 

Et really 


give Encouragement to farther Attempts, 
Jas pcopoſterous and unlook'd for as thoſe. 
i take it to be a full Anſwer to your 
Lordfhips Enquiry, and a Satisfaction 


IT Jcalouſics of the publick Safety and the 


X King to Rule by an Army, ſo long we are 


lowering the Intereſt of Money, and the 
Redemption of the publick Funds, This 


& anſwered in theſe Sheets, becauſe it is 


known before, I ſay by borrowing Mo- 
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»*+ fefs, as it appears to me, it ſeems to be 
the moſt eligible Method that was ever 
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of che preſent Schemes; and I muſt con · 


yet preſented to the Nation; for raiſing 
that inſupportable Burthen, and with- 
out Appearance of Injuſtice: FOR, it is 


not the Parliament who now reduce the 


Intereſt of Money in General, that has 
been eftabliſh'd already at 5 per Cent.: But 


"2 the Glut of Money in a few Hands; 
for I will not affirm there is more Money in 


the General. But, I ſay, if the Groſs of 


the Money lying in 4 few Hands, has by 


the Nature of the Thing, made Lenders 
Court the Government to take their 


Money, tho' at 3 and 4 per Cent. Inte- 


reſt; why ſhould not the Government 


accept their Loan, and pay off thoſe 


Redeemable Loans, which at preſent 


coſts the Nation 2 per Cent. to; per Cent. 


more, by which means in Time, that 
2 Or 3 per Cent. which will fo be ſaved, 
will pay all the Principal of the whole: 


As to a further lowering the Intereſt of 
Money in General by A& of Parlia- 


ment, I believe your Lordſhip needs 
not give your ſelf any Thoughts about, 


it, for I do not fee it is in the Deſign. 


1 F 1 N. I S. 


